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A once-iconic office park in Edina offers
an up-close look at how aesthetic styles
change

By Andy Sturdevant | 05/05/16
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you’ve paid any attention to large-scale real estate development in the past 20 years — and come
on, if you read MinnPost, there’s a better than likely chance you have — you've already read reams
of copy about the future of Pentagon Park, the once-iconic Edina office park at Highway 100 and
Interstate 494.

You've probably read statements like this: “It has an excellent location. We saw an opportunity to
manage it well and correct the functional obsolescence and the stylistic obsolescence.”

That was a developer speaking in 1987, 20 years after Pentagon Park opened. Almost 30 years
after that, and in the early stages of a massive new redevelopment of the site, the comments are
verbatim: great location, stylistic and functional obsolescence. Part of the 43-acre site has been
demolished, and the rest awaits significant development in the near future. Parts have already
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been rehabbed: new interiors, new tenants, new signage, a fresh coat of paint. The campus will, in

years to come, be mostly unrecognizable.
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We hear about the future of sites like Pentagon Park
quite a bit, and occasionally hear about their past.
What we tend not to hear about is the present reality
of these types of sites. Walking around the Pentagon
Park campus today is, in its current transitional
state, a fascinating up-close look at how aesthetic
styles change, how land use values change, and what
the visual landscape will look like when buildings
constructed in relatively recent memory age into
obsolescence.

First of all, that name: Pentagon Park. It could only
have come from the 1960s, a decade popular history
has been misremembered as a countercultural free-

for-all, but that was a time of deep conservatism for much of the country, and particularly for the
suburbs. The site opened in 1969, but the name “Pentagon Park” was clearly chosen early in the
development process, dating back to the mid-1960s. The now-demolished southern portion of the
site, which has been rebranded as The Link, was somewhat pentagon-shaped — the individual
parts of the remaining parcels on the north side are shaped more like a pi. Either way, the name
conveys authority, strength, and trustworthiness, values a mainstream American might have
associated with the Pentagon in the pre-Gulf of Tonkin era. In fact, the year Pentagon Park
opened was the year Daniel Ellsberg leaked the Pentagon Papers. It's hard to think of any other
institution in American life that was in for such a beating in the 1970s than the Pentagon.
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4620, once the home of G.E. Electric Mobile Radio and Automated Systems, Inc.

Indeed, the business directory for the tenants in 1970, Pentagon Park’s first full year of
operations, reads like the contents of a well-balanced stock portfolio your financially savvy Nixon-
voting great-uncle might have owned that year: General Electric, General Mills, and General
Motors, along with other technology, insurance and employment firms with names like the
Techanalysis Corporation, Professional Data Systems, Automated Systems Incorporated, Tech
Power, Northwest Data Incorporated, Computer Tax Services, and dozens more.

Almost 50 years later, the older parts of campus are crumbling at an alarming rate. Metal
stairways sag and droop, and some appear on the verge of imminent collapse. Entire swaths are
encrusted with rust. Even the developer’s current website allows that the site has long been
“synonymous with blight and failure.” But even through the decay, that sense of corporate power
still shows through. The fronts of Pentagon Park’s vacant offices retain a cool, technocratic disdain
for fussy ornament, sentiment and whimsy that can’t entirely be hidden behind a facade of rust.
The qualities that people often hate about modernist architecture like this — its spareness, its lack
of organic shapes, its refusal to kowtow to the styles of the past — are exactly its most attractive
qualities. Pulling into the massive parking lot of Pentagon Park in 1969 and walking up into that
fortress-like campus must have seemed like walking into a bright, clean and progressive future
where technology and order had finally wiped away the dirtiness and disorder of the early 20th






